CoPS/EBS defeats LaTrobe by one run.
A cricket team representing the combined talents of the Centre of Policy Studies (CoPS) and the Department of Econometrics and Business Statistics (EBS) had a one run victory over La Trobe University’s School of Business.  

The match was played in glorious weather at La Trobe’s beautiful ground on the afternoon of February 17, 2005.  

It was supposed to be a home game for CoPS/EBS but their home ground was turned into a car park a week before the game.  

La Trobe won the toss and sent CoPS/EBS in.  Superstars Hyndman, Bunker and Jensen all made limit or near limit scores giving CoPS/EBS a great start.  (Under the match rules batsmen must retire when they pass through the limit score of 25.)  Solid contributions by Dixon, Wittwer, Madden, Aziz and Pearson plus a top score from extras (29, limit score not applicable) then allowed CoPS/EBS to reach a competitive total of 155 from its 30 overs.  

CoPS/EBS’s turn in the field started inauspiciously.  Aging captain Dixon retired to the sidelines with a torn hamstring after attempting to field the first ball.  Fortunately, other team members sustained their injuries with more fortitude.  Picton carried on after spraining an ankle in bowling his first ball and Wittwer laughed off a savage catch to the stomach.  
Some members of the team were unkind enough to suggest that Dixon’s departure was a good thing because it allowed the energetic hand-standing Rob Hyndman to take over the captaincy. 

La Trobe’s innings started brilliantly and they reached 3 for 85 at the 15-overs drinks break.  
Under the match rules no-one can bowl more than three overs, and it was up to the older stiffer bowlers to save the match, and they did.  

Stirling bowling performances from Pearson, Madden and Wittwer, together with an excellent spell from the promising young leg-spinner Shahidur, left La Trobe still with 11 runs to make off the last two overs, but plenty of wickets in hand.  

It was then that the deep cunning and tactical genius of stand-in captain Hyndman was revealed.  He had held back an over from Jensen and himself.  Steady bowling from these two stars saw La Trobe fall just one run short.  

In a game that is decided by a single, everyone on the winning team is entitled to claim that they the winning contribution.  This certainly applies to excellent catches by Adams, Roman and  Wittwer and to committed out-fielding by Serajul.  Perhaps the greatest contribution was the inspiring never-say-die ground-fielding by Jensen.  

CoPS/EBS thanks La Trobe for an wonderful match and for excellent post-match refreshments.  
Special thanks to Liam Lenten (organizer and star player), Dave Walker (captain and star player) and Harry Clarke (sponsor and former star player).  
