Match Report

CoPS/EBS versus Melbourne Institute

March 23, 2004

Fairlea West Oval

by

Glyn Wittwer

It was always going to be Jardine’s day. He started by spraying his opposite number, Dixon, from head to toe with sunscreen. This being Jardine’s farewell match, as he moves from the Melbourne Institute to Vic Treasury, he was determined to win. Unfortunately for CoPS/EBS, after winning the toss and batting, the magnificent top four felt it was time to pass on greater batting responsibilities to those down the order. At 4 for 35, with Winston, Bunker, Akram and Hyndman out, due to a combination of steady bowling, skied shots that did not find gaps and exceptional outfield catching, the day had turned sour.

Jensen and Aziz steadied the ship with a restorative partnership before Jensen retired on 26 with the score at 81 and Aziz (20) was run out off a no ball at 82. The two incoming batsmen, Thompson and Dixon, methodically set about rebuilding the innings before stretching their hamstrings once too often. Attempting a fateful single with the score at a perilous 6 for 105, Thompson fell short of his crease and Dixon collapsed with a hamstring injury.  Dixon soldiered on, limping badly, and was joined at the crease by Wittwer.  Jardine’s team had reasonable bowling depth, Peter the Keeper, for example, their 10th bowler proving a handful for the lower order. 

Finally, Dixon agreed to a runner after exhausting all possible leg-related injuries (the groin!). Jensen took command as runner, ordering Dixon to stay in his crease and chastising Wittwer for calling without looking at his fellow runner. Wittwer found it easier to hit a few fours off one of the gentler bowlers than put up with this state of affairs, before skying yet another catch to the outfield on 24 at 8 for 144.  Picton, the new batsman, hit a very stylish 2 off Peter the Keeper.  However, Peter the Keeper’s next ball, which Picton described as “far too good for me”, was several yards faster and took out middle stump.  Madden was run out on 1, leaving a limping Dixon undefeated. The only completely reliable source of runs, sundries, top scored with 32.

In contrast to the beginning of the CoPS/EBS innings, no Institute batsman managed to land an early catch in the fielder’s hands. Runs came steadily from the top three, all of whom retired on passing 25. The stumps were broken once by Roman and once by Jensen, while Winston managed a catch to minimise the damage from a dropped catch by Wittwer two overs earlier. Most bowlers bowled steadily, but the fours and sixes came a little too often.

Then something happened. Jardine came to the crease and for the first time in the game, the possibility loomed that CoPS/EBS could win. He was content to savour the glory while blocking ball after ball, oblivious to any concern about ticking the score over, perhaps transfixed by the event of five years ago when he managed to mastermind defeat from victory. Unfortunately, he could not instil the same outlook in his partners, and sadly, the bowlers were not quite up to the task of keeping Jardine on strike for six balls an over. Despite tight bowling from Picton, Hyndman and Shahidur, A. Headey belted several timely fours to ensure that his team won with 2 overs to spare at the end of the 28th over .

In summary, CoPS/EBS are really bad losers. This match report is on the website, for a collective simmering and soul-searching exercise by the players involved. It is fair to suggest that we fielded almost our strongest team. Whereas we responded to adversity in the Latrobe game with a somewhat weaker team, and won in sensational circumstances, nothing fell into place on our second and final outing for the season.

