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MEASURING THE IMPACT OF STRUCTURAL CHANGE ON GROUPS
IN THE AUSTRALIAN LABOUR MARKET

by
SHEILA M. BONNELL
T.C. CHEW
and
PETER B. DIXON

La Trobe University, Bundocora, Vicroria/Australia

I INTRODUCTION

This is the fifth of a series of papers on the effects of structu-
ral change on different groups in the Australian community written by
La Trobe University members of the IMPACT Prcject.1 So that the paper
will be self-contained, we will repeat in section II some material from
earlier papers on the nature of structural change and on our approach
to measuring the incidence of the costs of structural chance across dif-
ferent community groups. Then in section III we will summarize the re~-
sults from our previous studies. Section IV overviews some new results
on the effects of structural change on migrants classified by entry ca-

tegory and by duration of residence. Concluding remarks are in section V.

I1I MEASUREMENT OF THE INCIDENCE OF THE COSTS OF STRUCTURAL CHANGE

Modern economies are continually undergoing structural change.
Changes are continually taking place in the occupational compositions of
their work forces, the geographical distributions of their populations
and the industrial compositions of their GDPs in response to, among
other things, technical change, changes in industry assistance, capital
accumulation and changes in world commodity prices. Structural changes
are of little concern during periods of rapid overall growth when all
sectors of the economy are achieving positive growth rates and inter-
sectoral shifts of existing resources are not reguired. However, in a
period of low overall growth, such as that currently being experienced
in Australia, structural change may require committed resources to be
transferred to alternative uses. These transfers may involve resources
becoming idle for lengthy periods imposing serious costs on the posses-
sors of particular labour skills and on the owners of specific types of
capital.

1

IMPACT is an economic and demographic research project conducted by
Commonwealth Government agencies in association with the Faculty of
Economics and Commerce at the University of Melbourne and the School
of Economics at La Trobe University.
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Table 1.  Overview of La Trobe/IHPACT Papers on the Incidence of the Costs of Structural Change
pe 2
! Hain changes in Main gaining and Tosing
N Occupational Source of the changes (&Q:'s) N . i
Paper The comun;ty classification in occupational shares " in occxjxpe_stmnn{ shaxfcs, SOMPUNITY ETOUDS -
groups, schese total employment Positive  Negative Largest positive lLargest negative
ployn 25's 504 's ch's cp's
Look 11 birthplaces 7Z-order ORANI simulations of the effects of :
znd * sex scheme s . N : i
Dixon derived from (1) changes in world commodity Farming Process Australian-born Southern European
£1982) the Minor prices enticipated for work females males
Groups in the eighties,
ABS cata- {31} exploitation of new ¥hire. Farming All females except Australisn-born males
logue mineral discoveries, collar Southern European
No. 2114.0 (iii) reductions in protection Farming Process Australian-born Southern European
work males females
Chew 11 birthplaces As for ORANI simulations of the effects of :
1981 x sex Cook and ; : . :
{ ) x 8 age groups Dixona (i) changes in world commodity Farming Process Females, especially Southern European
(1982) prices anticipated for work older Australian- wales, all ages
the eightjes, born
{ii) exploitation of new White~ Farming Young females Older Italian- and
mineral discoveries, collar Australian-born males
{ii1) reductions in protection Farming Process Older Australian- Middle-aged Southern
P g
work born males European females
Bonnell 11 dirthplaces 7i-order Actual changes between White- Process &ustralian-born Southern European
and scheme 1871 and 1976 collar work
Dixon derived from
(1982) the Minor
Groups in
ABS cata-
logue
Ho. 2114.0
Bonnell  sex As for Actual changes between ¥hite- Process Females MHales
{1982} Bonnell 1971 and 1976 collar work
and Dixon
(1982)
conid....
Table ! {contd}
i hanges in Main gaining ard losing
- ir Occupational Source of the changes (4Q;'s) occr“:.i;na]xshnres: commmity groups .
Paper ¢ commm; Y classification in occupational shares "in _—L_—__Positive Negative [argest positive Largest negative
groups, schene total employment ;s 8Q; s cp's 'S
Chew {a) 5 dura- $3-order {1} Actual changes between White- Process All f.e:mles, Rccgn;l:ale
{1983) tions of scheme 1971 and 1976 collar work especially arT1Y;
residence derived by Aus:rahambcfh_
% sex mapping DIEA and those arriving
worker codes before 1966
{354-order
scheme) into {2) ORANI simulations of the
ABS minor effects of : .
groups and i) i i ¥hite~ Farmin, All migrant females Males, especially
aegregatin (i} increases in wage rates, - 4 those arriving before
ggreg 3 collar :
where 1966 and Australian-
necessary born
: " 3 Ity
11) 4 i White~ Farmin All migrant females Males, especially
(1) ngcreats?s in real collar 2 those arriving before
absorption 1966 and Australian-
born
(iii} increases in protection Process Farming All migrant females Australian-born
work especially those males
arriving since 1966
{b} 5 entry (1) Actual changes between White- Process All females except Australian-born
categories 1971 and 1976 collar work refugees males
* sex
{2) ORANT simulations of the
effects of : .
$ i i lian-born males
i} 3 i tes, White~ Farming All migrant fesales Austra
{i) increases in wage ra e excopt refugees and all refugees
{ii) increases in real White- Farning All migrant females Australian-dorn males
absorption, cellar except Tefugees and all refugees
{iii) incresses in protection Process Farring All females, Australian-dorn
work especially refugees males
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